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1 Introduction
The Albergo Diffuso (AD), often translated in English as scattered hotel, is a tourist accommodation management system able to deliver the services of a full hotel, by
lodging clients in building units realized in existing houses diffused in mostly rural contexts and gravitating within walking distance around a main building located in
the barycentre. AD is a model of rural tourism which helps to preserve the original architecture of the real estate. It may be used as a tool to avoid demographic
decline of small rural towns and encourage contacts between tourists and locals; furthermore, it may lead to tourism development in a given geographical area.

2 Aims, materials and methods
As a first step of our study, with respect
to the European context (including Switzer-
land), we aim to (1) investigate on national
laws governing tourism and (2) detect the
most common forms of rural tourism.

By an analysis of materials retrieved from
the Internet, laws and most common forms
of rural tourism have been identified (see
Table 1 and 2).

Through subsequent studies and further
investigations we will assess the possible re-
covery of Osini, Sardinia, an old rural centre
which was abandoned in 1951 because of a
severe hydrogeological event (see Figure 1).

Figure 1: A hypothesis of AD for Osini. A: localization of the municipality in Sardinia; B and C: images of the abandoned and
ruined rural landscape and housing; D: a draft of the recovery project: lounge bar and reception (in red), restaurant
(sky blue), and accommodation (blue).

3 Results
Table 1: Institutional analysis of rural tourism in some European countries. A stands for AD, B for agritourism, C for equestrian tourism, D for forest tourism, and E for other

types of rural tourism.

Country Entity in charge for tourism policy Tourism regulation Different forms
of rural tourism

A B C D E

France Ministre du Redressement productif/Ministre déléguée à l’Artisanat, au
Commerce et au Tourisme

Code du tourisme X V V V V

Germany Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft und Arbeit There is no national legislation on tourism X V V V V

Italy Ministero dei beni e delle attività culturali e del turismo Legge 29 marzo 2001, n. 135 V V V V V

Portugal Ministro de economia e innovacào Decreto-Lei 141/2007 X V V V V

Spain Ministero de industra, turismo y comercio - Secretaria de estrado de
turismo y comercio.

Real Decreto 561/2009 and regional laws V V V V V

Switzerland Svizzera turismo Legge federale turismo 935.21 del 21 dicembre 1955 X V V V V

The UK Minister for Sport & Equalities Development of Tourism Act 1969 X ft V V V

Table 2: Overview of the Italian regional laws and regulations on AD.

Region Law Regulations Minimum accommodation ca-
pacity

Maximum distance from cen-
tral building to accommoda-
tion (metres)

Notes

Abruzzo 22/2013 — — —
Basilicata 6/2008 Regional Committee Resolu-

tion RCR) 1274/2010
8 bedrooms 300

Calabria 8/2008 Regulation 4/2008 2 autonomous building 300 (Euclidean distance) and
400 (road distance)

Campania 17/2001 Regulation 4/2013 2 independent buildings 300 (Euclidean distance) and
400 (road distance)

Emilia-Romagna 16/2004 RCR 916/2007 7 residential units 300 (average) Eligible locations only in mu-
nicipalities with maximum
5000 inhabitants

Friuli-Venezia Giulia 2/2002 Municipal regulations 80 bedrooms Indicated by each municipal-
ity

AD can be an inter-municipal
system

Lazio 13/2007 Regulation 16/2008 7 residential units Not specified Eligible locations only in his-
toric centres with maximum
3000 inhabitants

Liguria 13/2007 Regulation 5/2007 30 bedrooms 250
Lombardy 8/2010 — 7 rooms or apartments 400
Marche 9/2006 RCR 479/2007 7 residential units 500
Molise 7/2014 The first Italian region to set

up an AD in rural zones
Piedmont 17/2013 — 15 bedrooms 1000 AD can be an inter-municipal

system
Puglia 17/2011 Regulation 6/2012 30 bedrooms 300 (Euclidean distance) and

400 (road distance)
Sardinia 27/1998 — Not specified 200
Sicily 11/2013 — 7 residential units 300
Tuscany 71/2013 — 30 bedrooms
Trentino-Alto Adige (Au-
tonomous Province of Trento)

7/2002 Provincial President Resolu-
tion 28-149/Leg./2003

4 residential units 200 AD is included in the other
form of accommodation

Umbria 18/2006 and 13/2013 — Not specified
Valle d’Aosta 1/2011 —
Veneto 11/2013 — 2 residential units 400
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